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This report will be considered in public 

 
 
1. Summary  

 
1.1 This report provides details of an informal consultation process that is currently being undertaken by 

the Mayor of London in respect of his initial proposals to revise the membership arrangements for 
the London Fire and Emergency Planning Authority (LFEPA). 

 
 
2. Recommendation 
 

2.1 That the report be noted.  

 

 

3. Background   
 
3.1 The cross-party House of Commons Communities and Local Government (Select) Committee 

recently undertook a post-legislative scrutiny of the Greater London Authority Act 2007 and the 

London Assembly. One of the Committee’s recommendations, made in its report issued on 9 October 

2013, was that: 

 

The Government should reconstitute the London Fire and Emergency Planning Authority (LFEPA) 

along the lines of the Mayor's Office for Policing and Crime (MOPAC), with a deputy Mayor for Fire 

and Emergency Planning and a dedicated Assembly committee along the lines of the Assembly's 

Police and Crime Committee to scrutinise it.1 

 
3.2 The Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG) responded to the Committee’s 

recommendation to say that:  
 

The Government accepts that there is scope for reform in this area and is willing to listen to 

alternative governance models for fire in London.2 

 

                                                 
1 http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmselect/cmcomloc/213/213.pdf  
2 https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/263500/CM8761.pdf  

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmselect/cmcomloc/213/213.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/263500/CM8761.pdf


        

3.3 Subject to undertaking formal consultation with relevant bodies (including the Mayor, London 

Assembly and LFEPA), paragraph 1(5) of Schedule 28 of the Greater London Authority Act 1999 

empowers the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government to vary the number of 

Members of the Authority, as long as the number of the London Assembly representatives exceed, 

by one, the number of the borough representatives. 

 

3.4 The Mayor’s Chief of Staff wrote, on 5 March 2014, to LFEPA Members, London Assembly 

Members, London Borough Leaders, London Members of Parliament and the Fire Brigades Union to 

notify them that the Mayor is minded to ask the Secretary of State to exercise that power with a 

view to reducing the number of Assembly Member (from 8 seats to 6) and Borough representatives 

(from 7 seats to 5) and increasing the number of Mayoral representatives to 6 seats (from 2). The 

Chief of Staff asked for comments on that proposal by 28 March 2014. The letter is attached as 

Appendix 1. 

 
 
4. Issues for Consideration  
 

4.1 The Assembly is asked to note this report and may wish to give views. 

 
 
5. Legal Implications 
 

5.1 Schedule 28 of the GLA Act 1999 (as amended) states: 

 

“1(1) The Fire etc Authority shall consist of 17 members, of whom—. 

 

(a) 8 (“the Assembly representatives”) shall be Assembly members appointed by the Mayor;  

(b) 7 (“the borough representatives”) shall be members of London borough councils appointed by 

the Mayor on the nomination of the London borough councils acting jointly; and 

(c) 2 (“the Mayoral representatives”) shall be persons appointed by the Mayor on his own 

nomination”. 

 

(2) The Mayor shall exercise his power to appoint members under paragraph (a) of sub-paragraph 

(1) above so as to ensure that, so far as practicable, the members for whose appointment he is 

responsible under that paragraph reflect the balance of parties for the time being prevailing among 

the members of the Assembly. 

 

(3) The London borough councils shall exercise their power to nominate members under sub-

paragraph (1)(b) above so as to ensure that, so far as practicable, the members for whose 

nomination they are responsible reflect the balance of parties for the time being prevailing among 

the members of those councils taken as a whole. 

 

(4) It shall be the duty of the London borough councils to nominate the first members under sub-

paragraph (1)(b) above in sufficient time before the reconstitution day so that the appointment of 

those members takes effect on that day. 

 



        

(5) The Secretary of State may by order vary any of the numbers for the time being specified in sub-

paragraph (1) above, but the number of the Assembly representatives must exceed by one the 

number of the borough representatives. 

 

(6)Before making an order under sub-paragraph (5) above, the Secretary of State shall consult— 

 

(a) the Mayor;. 

(b) the Assembly;. 

(c) the Fire etc Authority; and. 

(d) every London borough council.” 

 

5.2 The Assembly is able to receive this report. 

 

 
6. Financial Implications 
 

6.1 There are no direct financial implications arising from this report. 
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